
NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE 
 

THEME:  Our God forgives what we have done in the past and empowers us for work in His name into 
the future.   
 
Pre-Worship Music 
 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING BLESSING 
 
TIME FOR REFLECTION 
P:  Before we can turn the page and move to 2014, it is important that we look upon our lives this past 
year and years before and recognize those times that we have fallen short.  God’s word says that 
without the forgiveness of our sins, there is simply no way to move forward in life.  During this time of 
silence we think about our shortcomings and sin knowing that by confessing them we will receive 
forgiveness 
 
(Time of reflection) 
 
P:  We confess………. 
C:  Lord, we confess our shortcomings.  We know that what you desire from us is perfect obedience. 
Our past has caught up with us as we see that it is full of our failures due to sin and a lacking of faith in 
You.  Lord, forgive us.  Accept us as we are, unworthy for the task, yet gifted for Your purposes.  Give 
us Your gift of Faith and Your Son’s perfection.   
P:  The Bible teaches that God’s forgiveness is great.  As far as the east is from the west, that is how far 
the Lord removes our sins from us (Psalm 112).  As we turn the page to 2014, know that we can do so 
with supreme confidence.  Receive God’s rich mercy for 2014.  As a called and ordained servant of Jesus, 
I forgive you all of your sins—in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit +. 
 

TIME FOR PRAISE 
 
Hymn of Praise  (Red Book 115)   Jesus, Name Above All Names   

Jesus, name above all names, 
beautiful Savior, glorious Lord, Emmanuel, 
God is with us, blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 
 
Jesus, loving shepherd 
Vine of the branches, Son of God 
Prince of Peace, Wonderful counselor 
Lord of the universe, Light of the world. 
 
Jesus, Way of salvation, 
King of kings, Lord of Lords, 
The way the truth, and the Life, 
Mighty creator, my Savior and friend. 

 
Song of Choice from Congregation  -  It Is Well With My Soul 
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TIME FOR PRAYER 
 
P:  As we turn to a New Year, let us do so by asking God to guide us, enlighten us, and strengthen us for 
what lies ahead.  Let us pray…. 
P:  God—Your mercy and forgiveness are great.  Knowing that truth, we place all that we have thought, 
said and done that is harmful from last year into your hands.  But, we also know that you are a God of 
the future.  We ask that you would stay with us during the difficult times of this next year.  We implore 
you to guide us as we make decisions.  And we also thank you for all of the great opportunities that you 
have already prepared to come our way this next year.  Help us to recognize your work in our lives—
through Jesus Christ, our Lord 
C:  Amen.   
 
 

TIME FOR GOD’S WORD 
 

Romans 8:31-39  “God reminds us that all things work together for good for those who love Him.”   
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not 
spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 
things? Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it 
is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
  we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Luke 12:35-40  “God instructs us to be ready for His coming.”   

 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who are waiting 
for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at 
once when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when 
he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and 
he will come and serve them. If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them 
awake, blessed are those servants! But know this, that if the master of the house had known at 
what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. You also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM 
 
 
MESSAGE      What is going to be different?   
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TIME FOR SONG   
SONG  (Green Book 320)  O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast,  
And our eternal home. 
 
Under the shadow of your throne 
Your saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is your arm alone,  
And our defense is sure. 
 
Before the hills in order stood 
Or earth received its frame, 
From everlasting you are God, 
To endless years the same. 
 
A thousand ages in your sight  
Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun. 
 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the op’ning day. 
 
O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Still be our guard while troubles last 
And our eternal home! 

 
Song of Choice from Congregation 
 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
C:  I have faith in God, in response to overwhelming love…..I believe that God created me and all that I 
have,…………and has given to me gifts beyond measure………..I have faith in Jesus, who emptied 
Himself out of His love for me………..I believe that Christ died on a cross for my sin, conquered death 
and the power of evil, and was raised to life on the third day.  His death is mine, His resurrection is 
mine, new life is mine because of Jesus’ words and works…………..I believe in the Holy Spirit in 
response to overwhelming love……………..I believe that the Holy Spirit continues to call people by the 
Gospel, and creates and builds the church of Christ.  Through the power of the Spirit I have power to 
stand in strength and against all adversity…………I believe that Jesus is preparing a place for me and 
will come again to take each of us to be with Him.  Amen.   
 
Offering 
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PRAYERS FOR A NEW YEAR 
 

 
TIME FOR STRENGTH 

 
P:  God who supplies our every need has given us this meal to share.   
C:  Lord, we thank You for the bread of eternal life.   
P:  We come to the table, knowing that we need the strength that comes from body and blood of Jesus.   
C:  Lord, we thank You for the bread of eternal life.   
 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
TIME FOR A BLESSING 
 
CLOSING HYMN    (Green Book 551)     Joyful, Joyful 

Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, Praising thee, their sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, Drive the gloom of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day. 
 
All thy works with joy surround thee, Earth and heav’n reflect thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around thee, Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird, and flowing fountain Call us to rejoice in thee. 
 
Thou art giving and forgiving, Ever blessing, ever blest, 
Wellspring of the joy of living, Ocean depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our brother, All who live in love are thine; 
Teach us how to love each other, Lift us to the joy divine! 
 

DISMISSEL and POST-WORSIP MUSIC 
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