
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC          

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING BLESSING 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 

OPENING UP TO GOD AND ONE ANOTHER 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C:  Amen. 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   

 

Silence for reflection 

 

P:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We see a glimpse of what 

we ought to be and we know we fall short of the goal.  We desire faith that is solid and 

unchanging, yet we crumble under trials and temptations.  We want to be strong, but we know our 

own weakness.  Our sinful condition strips us of any spiritual gain that we humanly devise.  Lord, 

forgive us.  Accept us as we are, unworthy for the task, yet gifted for Your purposes. Give us Your 

gift of faith.       

P:  Our God is a great God and knows our needs for all areas of our life.  God knows our weakness 

and our unbelieving hearts, yet loves us enough to die on a cross and provide forgiveness of our sin.  

Now the focus is not on the faith that we can muster, but on the great gifts that our Lord gives daily 

as we live in trust.  God has given us the gift of faith, faith for the moment, faith for every trial, faith 

for every temptation, faith for every difficult situation.  Praise God for this amazing gift of faith!     

C:  Amen 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “Red Book” 15  Lord, Be Glorified 

In my life Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In my life Lord, be glorified today. 

 

In my song Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In my song Lord, be glorified today. 

 

In your church Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In your church Lord, be glorified today. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us Pray……..O God, your ears are open always to the prayers of your servants.  Open our 

hearts and minds to you, that we may live in harmony with your will and receive the gifts of your 

Spirit; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    

C:  Amen 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS 

Old Testament:  Deuteronomy 7:6-9 

The Lord chose His people to be His treasured possession 

 “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to 

be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the 

earth. It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set 

his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the 

LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has 

brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the 

hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful 

God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 

commandments, to a thousand generations,  

 

Epistle:  Romans 8:28-39 

Nothing can separate us from the love of God through Christ Jesus     

 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 

who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 

be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many 

brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 

justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who 

did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 

give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 

Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—

who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from 

the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

danger, or sword? As it is written, 

 “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

  we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 

sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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CHILDREN AND ADULT SONG  “Red Book” 19  Jesus Loves the Little Children 

Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the 

World; (the world). Red and yellow, black and white,  

they are precious in his sight; Jesus loves the  

little children of the world. 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:44-52 

 In three parables Jesus explains how precious we are to him 

 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 

covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on 

finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered 

fish of every kind. When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good 

into containers but threw away the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will 

come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace. In 

that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” And he said to them, 

“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a 

house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  And was born of the virgin Mary.   

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate.   

  Was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  And is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 The holy Christian Church, 

 The communion of saints, 

 The forgiveness of sins, 

 The resurrection of the body, 

 And the life everlasting.  Amen.   
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SERMON     Cast As A Net 

        

HYMN  “Green Book” 460 (vs. 1-4) I am Trusting You, Lord Jesus 

I am trusting you, Lord Jesus,  

Trusting only you; 

Trusting you for full salvation,  

Free and true. 

 

I am trusting you for pardon;  

At your feet I bow, 

For your grace and tender mercy 

Trusting now. 

 

I am trusting you for cleansing  

In the crimson flood; 

Trusting you to make me holy 

By your blood. 

 

I am trusting you to guide me; 

You alone shall lead, 

Ev’ry day and hour supplying  

All my need. 

 

OFFERING (We offer our thanksgiving for what God has first given us—our selves, our time, our 

possessions) 

OFFERTORY 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  (After each portion of the prayers, these words are spoken:  P:  Lord, in your 

mercy, C:  hear our prayer) 

C:  Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and…………………..+ give you peace.  

C:  Amen.   

 

CLOSING HYMN “Red Book” 114  Jesus Loves Me 

Jesus loves me—this I know, For the Bible tells me so; 

 Little ones to Him belong—They are weak, but He is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
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 Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

 

Jesus loves me—loves me still, Though I’m very weak and ill; 

That I might from sin be free, Bled and died upon the tree. 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 

 Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

 

Jesus loves me—He who died, Heaven’s gate to open wide; 

 He will wash away my sin, Let His little child come in. 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 

 Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

 

Jesus loves me—He will stay Close beside me all the way, 

Though hast bled and died for me, I will henceforth live for the. 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 

 Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C:  Thanks be to God.   
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