
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING BLESSING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.   
C:  And also with you.   

 

OPENING UP TO GOD AND ONE ANOTHER 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C:  Amen 

P:  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess 

our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.       

 

Silence for reflection 

 

P:  We confess,  

C:  We are in bondage and cannot free ourselves.   We have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.     

 

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  

As an ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “Red Book” 180   Rejoice in the Lord Always 

Rejoice in the Lord always 

 and again I say rejoice in the Lord always 

and again I say rejoice 

Rejoice rejoice and again I say rejoice  

rejoice rejoice and again I say rejoice. 

 

 

 

http://peaceinphilomath.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/01-07-06-2014-PLC-Welcome.mp3
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us Pray……..Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days.  Be our 

strength and support amid the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end grant us Your 

promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

C:  Amen 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS 

Old Testament:  Zechariah 9:9-12 

The coming king will speak words of peace to all nations 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

 Behold, your king is coming to you; 

  righteous and having salvation is he, 

 humble and mounted on a donkey, 

  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

  and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

  and he shall speak peace to the nations; 

 his rule shall be from sea to sea, 

  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 

Epistle:  Romans 7:14-25a 

God delivers us from our sinful condition   

 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. For I do not 

understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if 

I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. So now it is no longer I who do 

it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my 

flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not 

do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do 

not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in 

the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members another law waging war against 

the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 

Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with 

my flesh I serve the law of sin. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 11:25-30 

 Rest is found in Jesus—the destination of our life’s journey 

 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you 

have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little 

children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me 

by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 

except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me, all who 

labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 

me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden is light.” 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  And was born of the virgin Mary.   

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate.   

  Was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  And is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 The holy Christian Church, 

 The communion of saints, 

 The forgiveness of sins, 

 The resurrection of the body, 

 And the life everlasting.  Amen.   

 

SERMON       Peace as a Process 

HYMN  “Green Book” 569  God Bless Our Native Land 

God bless our native land;  

Firm may it ever stand 

Through storm and night.   

When the wild tempests rave,  
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Ruler of wind and wave, 

Do thou our country save 

By thy great might. 

 

So shall our prayers arise  

To God above the skies, 

On whom we wait. 

Thou who art ever nigh, 

Guarding with watchful eye, 

To thee aloud we cry: 

God save the state! 

 

OFFERING  (We offer our thanksgiving for what God has first given us—our selves, our time, our 

possessions) 

OFFERTORY 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  (After each portion of the prayers, these words are spoken:  P:  Lord, in your 

mercy, C:  hear our prayer) 

PRAYER FOR THE NATION 

P:  Almighty God, You have given us this good land as our heritage.  Grant that we remember Your 

generosity and constantly do Your will.  Bless our land with honest industry, truthful education, and 

an honorable way of life.  Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and arrogance, 

and from every evil course of action.  Grant that we, who came from many nations with many 

different languages, may become a united people.  Support us in defending our liberties, and give 

those to whom we have entrusted the authority of government the spirit of wisdom, that there may 

be justice and peace in our land.  When times are prosperous, may our hearts be thankful, and in 

troubled times do not let our trust in You fail; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C:  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.   

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

DISTRIBUTION  

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“Red Book” 181  Rock of Ages 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me 

Hide myself in Thee; Let the water and the blood,  

From Thy riven side which flowed, be of  

Sin the double cure, save me from its guilt and pow’r. 

 

Not the labor of my hands, can fulfill 

Thy law’s demands; could my zeal no respite know, 

Could my tears forever flow, all for 

Sin could not atone; Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

 

Nothing in my hands I bring, simply 

To Thy cross I cling; naked, come to Thee for dress, 

Helpless look to Thee for grace; foul, I 

To the fountain fly, wash me. Savior, or I die. 

 

While I draw this fleeting breath, when my  

Eyes shall close in death, which I soar to worlds unknown, 

See Thee on Thy judgment throne, Rock of  

Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee. 

 

 “Red Book” 89   Feed Us Now 

Feed us now, Bread of life,  

In this holy meal; 

Let us know your love anew;  

We hunger for you. 

Feed us now, Bread of life, 

Come and live within; 

Let your peace be ours today, 

Lord Jesus, we pray. 

 

Piece of bread, glass of wine; 

Lord, this food is good! 

Love and mercy come to us; 

Your promise we trust. 

Piece of bread, glass of wine; 
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Who can understand 

How his mercy works in these? 

Yet, Lord, we believe. 

 

God is here, O so near; 

Nearer than our thoughts. 

Stay with us where’er we go; 

Lord, help us to grow. 

God is here, O so near,  

In this heaven’s meal. 

May we always feed on you 

On the bread that is true. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and…………………..+ give you peace.  

C:  Amen.   

 

CLOSING HYMN “Green Book” 566 My Country, ‘Tis of Thee 

My country, ‘tis of thee, 
Sweet land of liberty, 
Of thee I sing; 
Land where my fathers died, 
Land of the pilgrims’ pride, 
From every mountain side 
Let freedom ring. 
 
My native country, thee, 
Land of the noble free, 
Thy name I love; 
I love they rocks and rills, 
Thy woods and templed hills; 
My hear with rapture thrills 
Like that above. 
 
Let music swell the breeze, 
And ring from all the trees, 
Sweet freedom’s song; 
Let mortal tongues awake, 
Let all that breathe partake; 
Let rocks their silence break, 
The sound prolong. 
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Our father’s God, to thee, 
Author of liberty, 
To thee we sing; 
Long may our land be bright 
With freedom’s holy light, 
Protect us by thy might, 
Great God, our king. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C:  Thanks be to God.   
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