
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
 
 

THEME:  God’s Kingdom is presently at work.  
    
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING BLESSING 
 
CONFESSION/FORGIVENESS 

P:  We pray each week, “Thy kingdom come”.  What does this mean?   
C:  The kingdom of God comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may 
come to us also!   
P:  The Kingdom of God is the redemptive presence and activity of God in the world around us.  God 
asks that we seek so that we can find it.  Too often we have failed to do this.  So concerned about our 
priorities and busyness of life, we have failed to intentionally look for God’s work in our lives.  Let us 
take a time to reflect and seek the Lord’s forgiveness.   
 
(Time of Silence) 
 
C:  Lord, we come before You in prayer today, asking for forgiveness.  We have not loved as we 
ought to love, we have not given as we ought to give, and we have fallen short of the mark of truly 
being Your obedient sons and daughters.  We confess our shortcomings in looking for Your work in 
the community we live.   Give us new eyes and a heart to better discern Your work.   
P:  God, our heavenly Creator, hears the prayers of all people and answers those prayers.  Our prayer 
for forgiveness is answered in the person and work of Jesus Christ, who died for our sin that we 
might have new life.  By the command of Jesus, I forgive you all of your sins—in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.    
C:  Amen.   
 

 
OPENING SONG OF PRAISE    They’ll Know We Are Christians 

We are one in the Spirit,  
We are one in the Lord,  
We are one in the Spirit,  
We are one in the Lord, 
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored: 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by are love.   
 
We will walk with each other,  
We will walk hand in hand, 
We will walk with each other, 
We will walk hand in hand,  
And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land: 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  
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All praise to the Father,  
Whom all things come, 
And all praise to Christ Jesus, 
His only Son, 
And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one:  
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.    
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  We pray.  Lord, you gently invite us to participate in Your kingdom.  Your desire is that all people 
know and cherish the love You have for us through Your Son, Jesus.  Give us willing hearts and minds 
to see and then act when given the opportunity.  We pray this through Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Spirit, one God, now and forever.         
C:  Amen!   

 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 

Old Testament Lesson:  Genesis 1:1-5  Out of nothing, God creates.   
 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, 
and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of 
the waters. 
 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. 
And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 
Epistle Lesson:  Romans 6:1-11  Jesus died so that we might walk in the newness of life 

 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How 
can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life. 
 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of 
sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has 
died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 
with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer 
has dominion over him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he 
lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM   Bell Carol of the Kings By Philip Kern 
 

Holy Gospel:  Mark 1:4-11  Jesus is baptized by John 
 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were 
being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with 
camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. And he 
preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.” 
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 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 
when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the 
Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased.” 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON HYMN  “Green Book” 501  He Leadeth Me: Oh, Blessed Thought 

He leadeth me, O blessed thought! 
 O words with heav’nly comfort fraught! 
 Whate’er I do, where’er I be 
 Still ’tis God’s hand that leadeth me. 

He leadeth me, He leadeth me, 
 By His own hand He leadeth me; 
 His faithful follower I would be, 
 For by His hand He leadeth me. 

 
Sometimes mid scenes of deepest gloom, 
 Sometimes where Eden’s bowers bloom, 
 By waters still, over troubled sea, 
 Still ’tis His hand that leadeth me. 

He leadeth me, He leadeth me, 
 By His own hand He leadeth me; 
 His faithful follower I would be, 
 For by His hand He leadeth me. 

 
Lord, I would place my hand in Thine, 
 Nor ever murmur nor repine; 
 Content, whatever lot I see, 
 Since ’tis my God that leadeth me. 

He leadeth me, He leadeth me, 
 By His own hand He leadeth me; 
 His faithful follower I would be, 
 For by His hand He leadeth me. 

 
And when my task on earth is done, 
 When by Thy grace the vict’ry’s won, 
 E’en death’s cold wave I will not flee, 
 Since God through Jordan leadeth me. 

He leadeth me, He leadeth me, 
 By His own hand He leadeth me; 
 His faithful follower I would be, 
 For by His hand He leadeth me. 

 
SERMON  “Take Position:  Seeking the Kingdom” Matthew 6:33 
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CONFESSING OUR FAITH 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 And born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  Was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again, 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  And is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 The holy catholic church, 
 The communion of saints, 
 The forgiveness of sins, 
 The resurrection of the body 
 And the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 

OFFERINGS GATHERED 
 (We give our offerings as a sign of our lives given the to the Lord in humble service) 
 
PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 after each petition the response is: 
 P:  Lord in your mercy 
 C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
FAITH TESTIMONY     Carole Gutbrod 
 
CLOSING SONG    Let There Be Peace on Earth 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.  
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.   
With God as our Father, brothers all are we. 
Let me walk with my brother in perfect harmony.  
 
Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. 
With ev’ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow;  
To take each moment, and live each moment in peace eternally!   
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.   
 
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.   
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father, family are we. 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.  
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Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. 
With ev’ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow;  
To take each moment, and live each moment in peace eternally!   
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.   
 

DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace!  Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God!   
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