
SEVENTH SUNDAY IN EASTER 
 
 

THEME:  Jesus is offering prayers on our behalf.   
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING BLESSING 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen.   

 
OPENING UP TO GOD AND ONE ANOTHER 

P:  We join in confessing our sins to God in order to hear once again his forgiveness that frees us from 
the guilt of our sin and allows us to live in joy and hope following Christ:      
C:  Dear Lord, we come to you in all honesty and humility, admitting that we are sinners—we have 
sinned in our evil thoughts, in our hurtful words, and in our destructive actions.  We also admit 
that we have at times been exclusive in thinking that Christ’s salvation is just for a few of us, rather 
than a gift for all people.  Help us, Lord, to hold on to that simple, pure Gospel of your gracious gift 
of salvation, and to share that good news with others in whatever ways we can, so that others may 
come to know you and your gracious gift.   

 
SONG OF CONFESSION    White As Snow 

White as snow, white as snow, though my sins were as scarlet 
Lord I know, Lord I know, that I’m clean and forgiven. 
Through the power of your blood, Through the wonder of your love 
Through faith in you I know that I can be………white as snow.   
(Repeat) 

 
RECEIVING PEACE FROM GOD 

P:  God knows our brokenness, and he knows our hearts, he knows our desire to live as his people 
day by day.  So he frees us from the guilt of our sin by assuring us of his forgiveness.  In God’s name 
and by his command, I proclaim to you the forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen.   

 
SONG OF PRAISE  “Red Book” 49  Glorify Thy Name 

Father, we love Thee, we praise Thee, we adore Thee. 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth, 
Glorify Thy name, glorify Thy name. 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth.   
 
Jesus, we love Thee, we praise Thee, we adore Thee. 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth, 
Glorify Thy name, glorify Thy name. 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth.   
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Spirit, we love Thee, we praise Thee, we adore Thee. 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth, 
Glorify Thy name, glorify Thy name. 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth.   

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.    
P:   Let us Pray……..God, our creator and redeemer, your Son Jesus prayed that his followers might be 
one.  Make all Christians one with him as he is one with you, so that in peace and concord we may 
carry to the world the message of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    
C:  Amen 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 

Old Testament:  Acts 1:12-26 
The apostles pray for a twelfth member 

 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, 
a Sabbath day's journey away. And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, 
where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son 
of James. All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 
 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all 
about 120) and said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 
beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who 
arrested Jesus. For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 
(Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst 
open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. And it became known to all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 
“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 
 “‘May his camp become desolate, 
  and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 
 and 
 “‘Let another take his office.’ 
 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken 
up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” And they put 
forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. And they 
prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have 
chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to 
his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered 
with the eleven apostles. 
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Epistle:  I John 5:9-15 
 Eternal life is promised through God’s Son--Jesus  

 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the 
testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. Whoever believes in the Son of God has 
the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has 
not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. And this is the testimony, 
that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever 
does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may 
know that you have eternal life. And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we 
ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we 
ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. 

 
GOSPEL:  John 17:11b-19   
Jesus’ prayer for our protection 

 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we 
are one. While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have 
guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, 
that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world 
has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not ask 
that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. They are not of 
the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you 
sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate 
myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
     
CHOIR ANTHEM  Hold On to the Rock  By Pepper Choplin 
 
SERMON     The Power of Prayer   
   
APOSTLE’S CREED 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  And was born of the virgin Mary.   
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate.   
  Was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  And is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 The holy Christian Church, 
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 The communion of saints, 
 The forgiveness of sins, 
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting.  Amen.   

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

After each portion of the prayers, these words are spoken:   
P:  Lord, in your mercy 
C:  hear our prayer 

 
OFFERING  

We offer our thanksgiving for what God has first given us—our selves, our time, our possessions) 
OFFERTORY 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.   
P:  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise 
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God.  But chiefly are we bound to praise you for 
the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away 
our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life.  And 
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and 
all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name 
and join in their unending hymn:   

 
SANCTUS    pg. 89 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
AGNUS DEI   pg. 92 
 
DISTRIBUTION  
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“Green Book” 306  Chief of Sinners 
Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me, 
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine, I am his and he is mine. 
 
Oh, the height of Jesus’ love! Higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity. 
Love that found me wondrous thought -  Found me when I sought him not. 
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Only Jesus can impart, Balm to heal the wounded heart,  
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n 
Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod. 
 
Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is All-in-All to me, 
All my wants to him are known, All my sorrows are his own. 
He sustains the hidden life  Safe with him from earthly strife. 
 
O my Savior, help afford By your Spirit and your Word! 
When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply  While I live and when I die.   

 
“Red Book” 187  Seek Ye First 

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
 and his righteousness, 
 And all these things shall be added unto you. 
 Allelu, alleluia. 
 
Man shall not live by bread alone, 
 but by ev’ry word 
 That proceeds from the mouth of God. 
 Allelu, alleluia. 
 
Ask, and it shall be given unto you. 
 Seek, and ye shall find. 
 Knock, and the door shall be opened unto you. 
 Allelu, alleluia. 

 
BENEDICTION 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and…………………..+ give you peace.  
C:  Amen.   

 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God.   
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