
CREATION:  THE BEGINNING OF LIFE AS WE KNOW IT 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE BEGINNING……………..    Genesis 1:1-2:4 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.   
And God said, “Let there be light, “and there was light.  God saw that the light was good, and he 
separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light “day”, and the darkness he called “night”.  
And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.   
 
And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from water.”  So God 
made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water above it.  And it was so.  God 
called the vault “sky”.  And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day.   
And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.”  
And it was so.  God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.”  And God 
saw that it was good.   
 
Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation:  seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that 
bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.”  And it was so.  The land produced 
vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it 
according to their kinds.  And God saw that it was good.  And there was evening, and there as 
morning—the third day.   
 
And God said, “Let there be light in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let 
them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, and let there be lights in the vault of 
the sky to give light on the earth.”  And it was so.  God made two great lights—the greater light to 
govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night.  He also made the stars.  God set them in the 
vault of the sky to give light on the earth, to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from 
the darkness.  And God saw that it was good.  And there was evening and there was morning—the 
fourth day.   
 
And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
vault of the sky.”  So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the 
water teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to 
its kind.  And God saw that it was good.  God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in 
number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.”  And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the fifth day.   
 
And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds:  the livestock, the 
creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animal, each according to its kind.”  And it was 
so.  God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all 
the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds.  And God saw that it was good.   
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Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the 
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the 
creatures that move along the ground.”   
 
So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them.  God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 
and subdue it.  Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature 
that moves on the ground.”   
 
Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree 
that has fruit with seed in it.  They will be yours for food.  And to all the beasts of the earth and all 
the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath 
of life in it—I give every green plant for food.”  And it was so.   
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.  And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the sixth day.   
 
Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.   
By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested 
from all his work.  Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from 
all the work of creating that he had done.   
 
This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the Lord God made 
the earth and the heavens.   

 
INTRODUCTION VIDEO Sound only  or full  Video  
 
OPENING HYMN  “Green Book” 543  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 
Let all who hear Now to his temple draw near,  
Joining in glad adoration! 
 
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.   
Have you not seen All that is needful has been 
Sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 
Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
Surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.   
Ponder anew What the Almighty can do 
If with his love he befriend you.   
 
Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
Let the amen Sound from his people again.   
Gladly forever adore him! 
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CALLING ON GOD 
P:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen 

 
OPENING UP TO GOD……….. 

P:  God truly takes care of us.  He has given us our body and soul, our intellect, our senses.  He also 
has given us everything that we need to support our bodies and the life we live including shoes, food 
and drink, families, land, homes and everything that we have.  All of this God does out of His diving 
goodness and mercy without any merit or worthiness in us.  God has been faithful to us, but we have 
not always been faithful to Him.  Like Adam, Eve and those living during the time of Noah, we have 
forgotten to give God the thanks, praise and obedience God deserves.  Let us take a moment to 
reflect upon our many moments in which we have failed to thank, praise, serve and obey God.   

 
Silence for reflection 
 

P:  Let us confess together,  
C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.   We have lived as if 
You did not matter and as if we matter the most.  Your name and Your Word We have not honored 
as we should; our worship and prayers have faltered.  We have not let Your love have its way with 
us, and so our love for others has failed.  There are those whom we have hurt, and those whom we 
have failed to help.  My thoughts and desires are covered in sin.  I am sorry for all of this and ask 
for grace.   
P:  When we confess our sins God is faithful and just and offers the forgiveness we seek.  I do 
announce this free gift of forgiveness to you today.  In the stead and command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen 

 
 
SONG OF PRAISE     Lord I Lift Your Name On High 

Lord, I lift Your name on high. 
Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 
I'm so glad You're in my life, 
I'm so glad You came to save us.  
 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 
from the earth to the cross my debt to pay. 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky. 
Lord, I lift Your name on high.   

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us Pray……..God of all creation, you reach out to all people even when they have turned their 
back to you.  You desire all to be saved and live with you forever.  As you reach out to gather 
disciples from near and far, count us also as people who desire to live in your grace, mercy and 
forgiveness forever.    
C:  Amen 
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GOSPEL LESSON       John 1:1-18 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made. In him was life,and that life was the light of all mankind.  The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 There was a man sent from God whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify concerning 
that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a 
witness to the light. 
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which 
was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—  children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He 
who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”)  Out of his fullness we have all 
received grace in place of grace already given.  For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God 
and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. 

 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM Song of Gladness  By Joseph Martin  
 
SERMON      “Hide and Seek”    
   
SERMON HYMN “Green Book” 532  How Great Thou Art 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder  
Consider all the worlds thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
 I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
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But when I think that God, his Son not sparing,  
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,  
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin; 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration  
And there proclaim “My God how great thou art!” 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 

C:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 Born of the virgin Mary, 
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 Was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 The holy Christian Church, 
  The communion of saints, 
 The forgiveness of sins, 
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life + everlasting.  Amen   

 
OFFERING   

(Knowing that God has been good to us in giving us all that we need and knowing that God 
promises to continue to care for us, we respond with the giving of our gifts.) 

 
OFFERTORY 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
After each portion of the prayers, these words are spoken:  
P:  Lord, in your mercy 
C:  hear our prayer 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN “Red Book” 114  Jesus Loves Me 

Jesus loves me—this I know, For the Bible tells me so; 
 Little ones to Him belong—They are weak, but He is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
 Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 
 
Jesus loves me—loves me still, Though I’m very weak and ill; 
That I might from sin be free, Bled and died upon the tree. 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
 Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 
 
Jesus loves me—He who died, Heaven’s gate to open wide; 
 He will wash away my sin, Let His little child come in. 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
 Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 
 
Jesus loves me—He will stay Close beside me all the way, 
Though hast bled and died for me, I will henceforth live for the. 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

 
DISMISSAL 
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