
Ash Wednesday 2016 
February 10, 2016 

 
Pre-Service Music 
 
Welcome 
 
Procession  

Leader: Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world; 
All: the light no darkness can over-come; 
Leader: Stay with us now, for it is evening, 
All: and the day is almost over. 
Leader: Let your light scatter the darkness, 
All:  and shine within your people here. 

 
Evening Hymn  
All: 

1. Joyous light of heavenly glory, loving glow of God’s own face, you who sing creation’s story, 
shine on every land and race. Now as evening falls around us we shall raise our songs to you, 
God of daybreak, God of shadows, come and light our hearts anew. 

2. In the stars that grace the darkness, in the blazing sun of dawn, in the light of peace and 
wisdom, we can hear your quiet song. Love that fills the night with wonder, love that warms the 
weary soul, Love that bursts all chains asunder, set us free and make us whole. 

3. You who made the heaven’s splendor, every dancing star of night, make us shine with gentle 
justice, let us each reflect your light. Mighty God of all creation, gentle Christ who lights our  
way, Loving Spirit of salvation, lead us on to endless day. 

 
Evening Thanksgiving  

Leader:  May God be with you all, 
All:  and also with you; 
Leader:  Let us sing our thanks to God, 
All:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Leader:  Blessed are you, Creator of the universe - from old you have led your people by night and 
day. May the light of your Christ make our darkness bright, for your Word and your presence are the 
light of our pathways, and you are the light and life of all creation. 
All:  Amen 

 
Psalm 141  

All:  Let my prayer rise up like incense before you, the lifting up of my hands as an offering to you. 

Group One:  O God, I call to you, * come to me now;  O hear my voice when I call to you, Let my 

prayer rise up like incense before you, the lifting up of my hands as an offering to you.  Keep watch 
within me, God; deep in my heart may the light of your love be burning bright.  Let my prayer rise up 
like incense before you, the lifting up of my hands as an offering to you.  All praise to the God of all 
Creator of life; all praise ge to Christ and the Spirit of love.  Let my prayer rise up like incense before 
you, the lifting up of my hands as an offering to you. 

* At this point Group two starts 
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(Silence for meditation) 
 
Leader:  May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your presence surround and 
fill us, so that in union with all creation, we might sing your praise and your love in our lives. 
All:  Amen. 

 
 
First Reading:  Job 3:1-26 

After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth.   And Job said: “Let the day perish on 
which I was born, and the night that said, ‘A man is conceived.’ Let that day be darkness!  May God 
above not seek it, nor light shine upon it.  Let gloom and deep darkness claim it.  Let clouds dwell 
upon it; let the blackness of the day terrify it.  That night—let thick darkness seize it!  Let it not 
rejoice among the days of the year; let it not come into the number of the months.  Behold, let that 
night be barren; 
let no joyful cry enter it.  Let those curse it who curse the day, who are ready to rouse up Leviathan.  
Let the stars of its dawn be dark; let it hope for light, but have none, nor see the eyelids of the 
morning, because it did not shut the doors of my mother's womb, nor hide trouble from my 
eyes.   “Why did I not die at birth, come out from the womb and expire? 
Why did the knees receive me?  Or why the breasts, that I should nurse? 
For then I would have lain down and been quiet; I would have slept; then I would have been at rest, 
with kings and counselors of the earth who rebuilt ruins for themselves,  or with princes who had 
gold, who filled their houses with silver.   Or why was I not as a hidden stillborn child, as infants who 
never see the light?   There the wicked cease from troubling, and there the weary are at rest.  There 
the prisoners are at ease together; they hear not the voice of the taskmaster.  The small and the 
great are there, and the slave is free from his master.  “Why is light given to him who is in misery, 
and life to the bitter in soul,  who long for death, but it comes not, 
and dig for it more than for hidden treasures, who rejoice exceedingly 
and are glad when they find the grave?  Why is light given to a man whose way is hidden, whom God 
has hedged in?  For my sighing comes instead of my bread, and my groanings are poured out like 
water. 
For the thing that I fear comes upon me, and what I dread befalls me. 
I am not at ease, nor am I quiet; I have no rest, but trouble comes.” 

 
Leader:  The light shines in the darkness 
All:  and the darkness has not overcome it 

 
 
Hymn “Green Book” 104  In the Cross of Christ…. 

In the cross of Christ I glory,  

Tow’r ing o’er the wrecks of time.  

All the light of sacred story 

 Gathers round is head sublime. 

 

When the woes of life o’er tale me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me; 

Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
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When the sun of bliss is beaming  

Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 

 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,  

By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure,  

Joys that through all time abide. 
 

Message 
 
Prayer:  

 (ALL)  God of tender mercies and overflowing compassion, hear us as we lament and grieve over 
life’s tragedies and point us to your healing love; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   

 
Imposition of Ashes  (Music) 
 
The Annunciation  

Luke 1: 26-28, 30-32, 38 
Leader:  An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary. The 
angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you. You shall bear a child, and his name 
sall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, I live 
to do your will.” 

 
The Magnificat  

Luke 1: 46-55 
1. My soul proclaims your greatness O God, and my spirit rejoices in servant here, and blessed be 

all my life though. Great and mighty are you. O Holy One, strong in your kindness evermore. 
How you favor the weak and lowly one, humbling the proud of heart. 

2. You have cast the mighty down from their thrones, and uplifted the humble of wondrous things, 
and left the wealthy no part. Great and mighty are you, O Faithful One, strong is your justice 
strong your love. As you promised to Sarah and Abraham, Kindness forever more. 

3. My soul proclaims your greatness O God, and my spirit rejoices in servant here, and blessed be 
all my life though.  

 
Litany and Prayers  

All: (Hum first round then sing) God of mercy, Hold us in love, 
Leader: In peace, in Peace, we pray to you: 
All:  God of mercy, Hold us in love, 
Leader: For peace and salvation, we pray to you: 
All:  God of mercy, Hold us in love, 
Leader: For peace between nations, for peace between peoples: 
All:  God of mercy, Hold us in love, 
Leader: For us who are gathered to worship and praise your: 
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All:  God of mercy, Hold us in love, 
Leader: For all of your servants who live out your gospel: 
All:  God of mercy, Hold us in love, 
Leader: For all those who govern, that justice might guide them: 
All:  God of mercy, Hold us in love, 
Leader: For all those who labor in service to others: 
All:  God of mercy, Hold us in love, 
Leader:  Grant weather that nourishes all of creation: 
All:  God of mercy, Hold us in love, 
Leader: Keep watch on our loved ones and keep us from danger: 
All:  God of mercy, Hold us in love, 
Leader: For all the beloved who res in your mercy: 
All:  God of mercy, Hold us in love, 
Leader: Help us, comfort us, all of our days: 
All:  Keep us, hold us, gracious God. 
 
Leader: Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and live, give to your people the 
peace that passes all understanding, and the will to live your Gospel of mercy and justice, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen 
Leader: God, remember us in your love and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your Kingdom come; your will be done on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, mow and forever. Amen 

 
Silent Prayer 

Dear Savior, I will allow my weeping to endure for the long nights of life, trusting that joy will come in 
the morning!  Amen.   

 
Final Blessing  

Leader: Let us bless our God: 
All: praise and thanks to your. 
Leader: May God, Creator bless us and keep us,  may Christ be ever light for our lives, may the Spirit 
of Love be our guide and path, for all of our days. 
All: Amen 
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