
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
March 3, 2016 

 
THEME:  Our Easter joy moves us to reconsider priorities.     
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING BLESSING 
 
WE CONFESS OUR SINS…… 

P:  Psalm 28 says, “Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.”  
This passage reminds us that we are to revere God and His place of worship above all other things.  A 
rightly prioritized life has God in the center.  Let us now take some time to reflect upon the priorities 
we have chosen.    
Silence for Reflection   
P:  We confess………… 
C:  We have to face it Lord…….we’re sinners in need of your grace.  We have not made You the 
number one priority in our lives.  Instead, we have valued those things that have little to do with 
you: comfort, fear of the unknown, work.  …………So we come to you now, confessing our sin, 
asking for your forgiveness, and grace to reprioritize our lives.   

 
………AND RECEIVE GOD’S FORGIVENESS 

P:   Jesus’ number one priority is us.  There were no distractions that slowed Jesus down as he made 
his way to the cross.  Jesus set aside earthly concern to make us his priority.  Because of this, grace is 
ours.  I announce this grace to you today in the forgiveness of sins.  By the command of Jesus, your 
sins are forgiven……….in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen.   

 
SONG OF PRAISE “Red Book” 172 vs. 1-3 only     Praise to the Lord 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation; 
O my soul, praise him for he is thy health and salvation; 
All ye who hear, Now to his temple draw near, 
Joining in glad adoration. 
 
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,  
Shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustain eth: 
Hast thou not see How thy desires have been 
Granted in what he ordaineth? 
 
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper they work and defend thee; 
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee: 
Ponder a new What the Almighty can do 
Who with his love doth befriend thee. 
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Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him! 
Let the amen Sound from his people a gain:  
Gladly for ever adore him. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  The Lord be with You!  
C:  And also with you! 
P:  We pray together:   
C:  O Lord, we thank you for being the One who delivers people.  Give us a heart that cherishes 
Your deliverance of us.  Let us cling to your rescuing arms so tightly that You may define our whole 
being.  Now that you have brought us back to you, may we never want to be anywhere else—
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.   

 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 

Old Testament:  Haggai 1:2-9  The people receive encouragement to keep building 
“Thus says the LORD of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the house of 
the LORD.”  Then the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet,  “Is it a time for you 
yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins?  Now, therefore, thus says 
the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways.  You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you 
never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is 
warm. And he who earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes. 
“Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways.  Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the 
house, that I may take pleasure in it and that I may be glorified, says the LORD. You looked for much, 
and behold, it came to little. And when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why? declares 
the LORD of hosts. Because of my house that lies in ruins, while each of you busies himself with his 
own house. 

 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 7:24-29  The importance of listening and doing is explained 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.  And everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.  And 
the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and 
great was the fall of it.” 
And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching,  for he was 
teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.”   

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
SERMON HYMN “Green Book” 533 Now Thank We All Our God 

Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, in whom his world rejoices, 
Who, from our mothers’ arms, has blest us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
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Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us, 
And keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all harm in this world and the next. 
 
All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 
The Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven, 
The one eternal God, whom earth and heav’n adore; 
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

 
SERMON   “Keeping the main thing, the main thing.”   
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  And was born of the virgin Mary.   
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate.   
  Was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  And is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 The holy Christian Church, 
 The communion of saints, 
 The forgiveness of sins, 
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting.  Amen.   

 
OFFERING  

 (We offer our thanksgiving for what God has first given us—our selves, our time, our possessions) 
 
OFFERING SONG   Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart 

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One, 
Give thanks, because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 
(repeat) 
And now, let the weak say “I am strong” 
Let the poor say “I am rich, because of what the Lord has done for me.” 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One, 
Give thanks, because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son, 
Give thanks…..give thanks…..give thanks.   
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
After each portion of the prayers, these words are spoken:   
P:  Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer 

 
CHOIR SONG   Come to the Table  By Allen Pote 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
DISTRIBUTION  
DISTRIBUTION SONGS 

 “Red Book” 78  How Great Thou Art 
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder  
Consider all the worlds thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; 
 
Refrain: 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
 And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 
 
Refrain: 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 
And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,  
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,  
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin; 
 
Refrain: 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
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When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration  
And there proclaim “My God how great thou art!” 
 
Refrain: 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,  
How great thou art! How great thou art! 

 
“Red Book” 31  Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,  
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come; 
‘Tis grace has bought me safe thus far,  
And grace will lead me home. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun,  
We’ve no less days to sing 
God’s praise Than when we first be gun. 

 
“Red Book” 16  Blessed Assurance 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 
This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, This is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long. 
 
Perfect submission, perfect delight, Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending bring from above Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, This is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long. 
 
Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest; 
Watching and waiting, looking above, Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 
This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, This is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long. 

 



CLOSING BLESSING 
 
CLOSING SONG  “Red Book” 241  To God Be the Glory 

To God be the glory, great things He has done; 
 So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 
 Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
 And opened the life gate that all may go in. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
 Let the earth hear His voice! 
 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
 Let the people rejoice! 
 O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
 And give Him the glory, great things He has done. 

 
O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
 To every believer the promise of God; 
 The vilest offender who truly believes, 
 That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
 Let the earth hear His voice! 
 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
 Let the people rejoice! 
 O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
 And give Him the glory, great things He has done. 

 
Great things He has taught us, great things He has done, 
 And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
 But purer, and higher, and greater will be 
 Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
 Let the earth hear His voice! 
 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
 Let the people rejoice! 
 O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
 And give Him the glory, great things He has done. 

 
 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace!  Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God!   

 
POST-SERVICE MUSIC 
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