FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

THEME: God has created us to do good in the community.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALLING ON GOD
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19
C: Amen.

TIME TO REFLECT ON OURSELVES......AND RECEIVE FORGIVENESS
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and glorify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence

SONG OF CONFESSION (Twice through) White As Snow
White as snow, white as show,

Though my sins were as scarlet

Lord, | know, Lord, | know

That I'm clean and forgiven.

Through the power of Your Blood,
Through the wonder of Your Love,
Through faith in You, | know that | can be
White as snow, white as snow.

Prayer
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE “Red Book” 1 How Majestic Is Your Name
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.
O Lord, We praise your name. O Lord, We magnify your name,
Prince of Peace, mighty God, O Lord God Almighty.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: We pray.....
C: O God, you know that we cannot withstand the dangers which surround us. Strengthen usin
body and spirit so that, with your help, we may be able to overcome the weakness that our sin has
brought upon us; through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord.
C: Amen

HEARING FROM GOD’S WORD
Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 A prophet is promised who will speak God’s Word
“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your

brothers—it is to him you shall listen—just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the
day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see
this great fire any more, lest | die.” And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have
spoken. | will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And | will put my
words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that | command him. And whoever will not listen
to my words that he shall speak in my name, | myself will require it of him. But the prophet who
presumes to speak a word in my name that | have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in
the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’

New Testament Reading: | Corinthians 8:1-13 A Challenge to support the weaker “brother”

Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” This
“knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. If anyone imagines that he knows something, he does not
yet know as he ought to know. But if anyone loves God, he is known by God.

Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real existence,”
and that “there is no God but one.” For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on
earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords” —yet for us there is one God, the Father,
from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all
things and through whom we exist.

However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with idols, eat
food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being wealk, is defiled. Food will not
commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care
that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if anyone
sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will he not be encouraged, if his
conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? And so by your knowledge this weak person is
destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding
their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food makes my brother
stumble, | will never eat meat, lest | make my brother stumble.

CHOIR ANTHEM Don’t Look Back By Joseph M. Martin

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:21-28 Jesus teaches in new ways and with authority

And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and
was teaching. And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had
authority, and not as the scribes. And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an
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unclean spirit. And he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come
to destroy us? | know who you are—the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be
silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud
voice, came out of him. And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves,
saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and
they obey him.” And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of
Galilee.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

SERMON SONG The Servant Song
Will you let me be your servant,

Let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that | may have the grace to
Let you be my servant, too.

We are pilgrims on a journey,
We are trav'lers on the road;
We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load.

I will hold the Christ-light for you
In the night-time of your fear;

I will hold my hand out to you,
Speak the peace you long to hear.

| will weep when you are weeping;
When you laugh I'll laugh with you.
I will share your joy and sorrow

‘Til we've seen this journey through.

Will you let me be your servant,
Let me be as Christ to you;

Pray that | may have the grace to
Let you be my servant, too.

SERMON “Doing Good”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
C: | believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
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And born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

And is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

The holy catholic Church,

The communion of saints,

The forgiveness of sins,

The resurrection of the body,

And the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING (We give our offerings as a sign of our lives offered to God.)

PRAYER OF GOD’S PEOPLE

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

NvPO9PO

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
DISTRIBUTION

A CLOSING BLESSING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ + and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C: Amen.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
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